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This first book in a new series is set in and around the Portland, Maine, waterfront. It introduces
Brandon Blake, a loner who lives on his old wooden cruiser. Raised by his alcoholic grandmother
after his mother was lost at sea, Blake learned to depend on himself. During an assignment for a
law-enforcement class, Blake gets involved in a fight and is marked for payback by a soon-to-bereleased convict. Meanwhile, questions surface about his mother's disappearance.

Reviews of the Port City Shakedown: A Brandon Blake Crime
Novel (Brandon Blake Mysteries) by Gerry Boyle
Cezel
The book arrived in great condition and began reading it right away. I thoroughly enjoyed it and
found it easy to pick up and read anytime I had a free moment.
Vobei
A compelling thriller with Portland, Maine and Casco Bay as major characters. Lots of interesting but extraneous nautical detail.

LadyShlak
Very good. Interesting characters and good plot. I live in southern Maine so it was fun to
Read about local spots. I immediately ordered the second Brandon Blake book by Gerry
Boyle and enjoyed that one as much as the first. Highly recommend it.
Grillador
I love Maine and Gerry Boyle's novels. His characters are realistic and interesting.
Sagda
Being from Maine made this fast moving novel even more enjoyable. At times I could almost smell
the salt air in the old port.
invincible
I have been a fan of Gerry Boyle and his Jack McMorrow books for many years. It's a great series,
wonderful characters, super writing. I expected a really good read in Port City Shake Down -introducing a new character, Brandon Blake, in the first of a series. I was extremely disappointed. In
fact, I couldn't even finish the book. I'm glad this was not the first book of Mr. Boyle's that I
encountered, because I wouldn't read any more of his work based on this one. The characters seem
unformed, even childish. The story is set set in a city I love, and work in, Portland, Maine. Even that
didn't help.
I'm sure this is an aberration and I certainly won't give up on Mr. Boyle. But I gave up on this
particular book after only about 20 minutes of reading.

Tuliancel
"Port City Shakedown" is my first introduction to the mystery novels of author, Gerry Boyle, and I enjoyed the read.
Boyle's characters come to life in Portland, Maine; Casco Bay; and the outer waters of the New England coast, and
it is obvious that Boyle knows his territory well.
We see the beauty of Portland and its harbor through the eyes of Brandon Blake, the main protagonist, but we are
also exposed to the underbelly of the city, as Brandon rides shotgun with Griffin, a seasoned patrol officer with the
Portland P.D. Brandon is an intern, and he is taking courses at the local college, one course at a time, with his plan
to join the Portland P.D.
Brandon has survived a tough upbringing with an unknown father, and a mother, Nikki, lost at sea when he was
four years old. He has been raised by a loving but alcoholic grandmother, Nessa, and the story hints at an
unresolved mystery surrounding Nikki's disappearance. Boyle provides just enough innuendo to keep us guessing
as to whether Nikki's disappearance is simply an accident or something else entirely.
Brandon meets Mia during a class on criminology, and a chemistry develops between them, as they both share a
feeling of isolation. Brandon has suffered the loss of both parents and needs to need no one, and to rely only on his
own toughness and inner strength. Mia, a young woman of privilege from the midwest, has grown up with a father
who never had time for her or his family, and she feels isolated, alone, different, but she senses a kindred soul in
Brandon. Mia is intense, and her striking blue eyes miss nothing. Brandon's outer shell crumbles under her gaze.
Brandon and Griffin, on patrol one night, are called to a funeral where a fight has broken out, and we are first
introduced to the lower forms of life in Portland. As Brandon helps break up the fight, he is attacked from behind by
a large woman and plants a solid elbow to her nose. Joel Fuller, a convicted felon and lowlife is her son, and as he is
led away in cuffs, he whispers into Brandon's ear, "Eye for an eye, dude, times_____ten."
Fuller, who is clever, demented, and without a conscience, unleashes a chain of events that entwines Brando, Mia,
and Nessa in a web of intrigue, perilous and suspenseful. Along the way, you become fond of Brandon and Mia and
admire their courage, resourcefulness, and their understated passion for each other.
""Port City Shakedown" is my first introduction to the mystery novels of author, Gerry Boyle, and I enjoyed the
read. Boyle's characters come to life in Portland, Maine; Casco Bay; and the outer waters of the New England coast,
and it is obvious that Boyle knows his territory well.
We see the beauty of Portland and its harbor through the eyes of Brandon Blake, the main protagonist, but we are
also exposed to the underbelly of the city, as Brandon rides shotgun with Griffin, a seasoned patrol officer with the
Portland P.D. Brandon is an intern, and he is taking courses at the local college, one course at a time, with his plan
to join the Portland P.D.
Brandon has survived a tough upbringing with an unknown father, and a mother, Nikki, lost at sea when he was
four years old. He has been raised by a loving but alcoholic grandmother, Nessa, and the story hints at an
unresolved mystery surrounding Nikki's disappearance. Boyle provides just enough innuendo to keep us guessing
as to whether Nikki's disappearance is simply an accident or something else entirely.
Brandon meets Mia during a class on criminology, and a chemistry develops between them, as they both share a
feeling of isolation. Brandon has suffered the loss of both parents and needs to need no one, and to rely only on his
own toughness and inner strength. Mia, a young woman of privilege from the midwest, has grown up with a father
who never had time for her or his family, and she feels isolated, alone, different, but she senses a kindred soul in
Brandon. Mia is intense, and her striking blue eyes miss nothing. Brandon's outer shell crumbles under her gaze.
Brandon and Griffin, on patrol one night, are called to a funeral where a fight has broken out, and we are first
introduced to the lower forms of life in Portland. As Brandon helps break up the fight, he is attacked from behind by
a large woman and plants a solid elbow to her nose. Joel Fuller, a convicted felon and lowlife is her son, and as he is
led away in cuffs, he whispers into Brandon's ear, "Eye for an eye, dude, times_____ten."
Fuller, who is clever, demented, and without a conscience, unleashes a chain of events that entwines Brando, Mia,
and Nessa in a web of intrigue, perilous and suspenseful. Along the way, you become fond of Brandon and Mia and
admire their courage, resourcefulness, and their understated passion for each other.
"Port City Shakedown" succeeds, both as a mystery and a compelling story, which leads to a final outcome you
won't want to miss.
Edward Mowry, Author of "So Close to Dying"
So Close to Dying

Gerry Boyle is a writer's writer. That means that other writers will consider the technical aspects of his writing
superb. And they are - especially his ear for dialog.
In Port City Shake Down, Boyle's lead character Brandon Blake is riding with a Portland cop as part of his training.
They travel down Commercial Street past the ferry terminal and turn the police cruiser toward the water. Brandon
points to the South Portland marina across the harbor.
"I'm right over there," he said.
Griffin pulled over and they sat, the radio chirping softly, like a baby bird in a nest.
"Where?" Griffin said.
Brandon pointed out over the harbor, white mooring buoys, showing against the blue water, the surface rippled
like sand on a beach. Brandon loved to watch the way the wind played with water, never the same way twice.
"See all those boats? I have a slip over there."
"You live on a freakin' boat?"
"Yeah."
Griffin looked at him again, more closely.
"What is it? A yacht?"
"An old Chris-Craft. A cabin cruiser, you'd call it."
"Why?"
"Why what?"
"Why don't you live in a house?"
"Kind of a long story," Brandon said.
Griffin stared across the harbor at the tangled nest of masses and moorings. "Winter too?"
"Sure," Brandon said. "You frame it in with plastic. Heat it with propane."
"Don't think that I could do that," Griffin said. "Claustrophobic, you know?"
"It's not for everyone."
Just like living on a boat isn't for everyone, neither is this book. Don't get me wrong - it's exceptionally well written.
The characters are true to life, the plot is engaging, and the descriptions of Portland are accurate.
Boyle is an experienced writer with five other novels under his belt. His previous books were written in the first
person and featured a journalist named McMorrow who lived in western Maine. This novel is a departure; it's
written in the third person and is centered in Portland and its surrounding towns.
Boyle is a past newspaper writer and is currently editor of Colby Magazine published by Colby College. And for me
at least, that's the problem. I've read several of Boyle's books and have always been struck by how they read like a
newspaper article: expertly written but more informative than entertaining.
I see Boyle's books much like a police investigation: plodding, methodical, single-minded and dogged. He writes a
fine mystery - but it lacks the pace, intensity and suspense of a thriller.
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