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1909 edition. Excerpt: ...necessary to recognize this in dealing with race questions. The integrity of
the white race and of white civilization, they say, requires Negro subordination (separation being
impracticable), and the only available line of distinction is the definite one of color. A division on this
line is even held to be less invidious--as involving no judgment of individuals--as well as more
feasible, than one based on personal traits. Particular persons cannot, in practice, be separated from
their families and other antecedents, and if they could be the example of mixture on an equal footing
would be demoralizing. This argument is probably sound in so far as it requires the recognition of
the two races as being, for some purposes, distinct organisms. In this regard it is perhaps better
sociology than the view that every one should be considered solely on his merits as an individual. At
the same time it is only too apparent that our application of this doctrine is deeply colored with that
caste arrogance which does not recognize in the Negro a spiritual brotherhood underlying all race
difference and possible "inferiority." The matter of unequal ability, in races 85 in individuals, is quite
distinct from that sharing in a common spirit and service from which no human being can rightly or
Christianly be excluded. The idea that he is fundamentally a man like the rest of us cannot and
should not be kept from the Negro any more than from other lowly orders of people. Science,
religion and the democratic spirit all give him a right to it; and the white man cannot deny it to him
without being false to his own best self. Anything in our present attitude which does deny it we must
hope to be transitory, since it is calculated, in a modern atmosphere, to generate...
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